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E.O. 11652: NA 
TAGS: PINT J A 

SUB J : LDP RETAINS SLIM UPPER HOUSE MAJORITY 

SUMMARY: LDP APPEARS TO HAVE SAFELY RETAINED SLIM MAJORITY 
FOLLOWING RECORD TURNOUT FOR JULY 7 UPPER HOUSE ELECTION, HOWEVER, 
FINAL RESULTS WILL NOT BE KNOWN UNTIL NATIONAL CONSTITUENCY TALLY 
IS COMPLETED LATE TONIGHT. END SUMMARY. 

1. CONTRADICTING PRESS POLLS WHICH INDICATED MASSIVE PUBLIC 
APATHY TOWARD ELECTION, RECORD NUMBER OF VOTERS TURNED OUT JULY 7 
FOR UPPER HOUSE ELECTION, MANY BRAVING HEAVY RAINS TRIGGERED BY 
TYPHOON GILDA TO CAST BALLOTS. ESTIMATED VOTING RATE OF 73.2 PERCENT 
TOPPED PREVIOUS HIGH SET IN 1950 UPPER HOUSE ELECTION. MOST 
COMMENTARY ATTRIBUTED RECORD TURNOUT TO STRONG INTEREST OF ELEC- 
TORATE IN SUCH ISSUES AS INFLATION AND EDUCATION, AND CONTROVERSY 
OVER HEAVY ELECTION EXPENDITURES AND ROLE OF BIG CORPORATIONS IN 
CAMPAIGN. FACT THAT POLLS WERE KEPT OPEN AN ADDITIONAL 

HOUR UNTIL SEVEN PM MAY ALSO HAVE BEEN FACTOR. 

2. WITH ALMOST ALL LOCAL CONSTITUENCY VOTES COUNTED, 
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JSP (18), KOMEITO (5), JCP (5), DSP (1), AND INDEPENDENTS (4). 

IN NATIONAL CONSTITUENCY, WITH 52 PERCENT OF VOTE 
COUNTED, PARTY TOTALS WERE: LGP (14), JSP (7), 

KOMEITO (5), JCP (1), DSP (3), AND INDEPENDENTS 
(2). WITH 22 SEATS STILL TO BE DETERMINED IN NATIONAL 
CONSTITUENCY, NHK COMPUTER, INCORPORATING UNCONTESTED SEATS, 
PROJECTED FOLLOWING FINAL OVERALL TOTALS: LDP (129), JSP (63), 

KOMEITO (24), JCP (18), DSP (9), AND INDEPENDENTS (9), 

3. LDP WON SEATS IN 24 OF 26 SINGLE-SEAT LOCAL CONSTITUENCIES, 

LOSING ONLY IN OKINAWA AND IN TOKUESHIMA, WHERE INCUMBENT 
KENTARO KUJIME (RUNNING AS INDEPENDENT) DEFEATED PRIMIN TANAKA'S 
HAND-PICKED LDP-ENDORESED CANDIDATE MASAHARU GOTODA. LDP WAS 
ABLE TO CAPTURE BOTH SEATS IN ONLY ONE OF 15 TWO-SEAT 
CONSTITUENCIES, KUMAMOTO. IN BIGGEST UPSET OF ELECTION 

LDP FAILED TO GAIN SINGLE SEAT IN HOKKAIDO WHERE ALL FOUR SEATS 
TAKEN BY OPPOSITION - TWO BY JSP AND ONE EACH BY JCP AND KOMEITO. 
DEFEAT OF TWO LDP INCUMBENTS CLEARLY ATTRIBUTABLE TO CANDIDACY OF 
SEIRANKAI-BACKED INDEPENDENT TATSUO TAKAHASHI, WHO SOAKED UP OVER 
300,000 CONSERVATIVE VOTES. 

4. OTHER UNEXPECTED LDP SETBACKS INCLUDED DEFEAT OF INCUMBENT 
IN FUKUOKA WHERE VICTORIES BY JSP AND KOMEITO CANDIDATES LEFT 
LDP WITH ONLY ONE OF THESE SEATS. FAILURE TO WIN BOTH SEATS 

IN NIIGATA, PRIMIN TANAKA'S HOMEGROUNDS, ALSO EMBARRASSED LDP. 

5. EFFORTS AT OPPOSITION ELECTORAL COOPERATION ENDED IN NEAR 
TOTAL FAILURE AS JSP-JCP COMBINATION IN KOCHI. AND JSP-KOMEITO 
COMBINATIONS IN TOYAMA, WAKAYAMA, KUMAMOTO AND TOTTORI WERE 
UNABLE TO PRODUCE SINGLE WINNER. ONLY EXCEPTION. AND RATHER 
SPECIAL CASE, WAS OKINAWA WHERE INCUMBENT JOINT REFORMIST 
CANDIDATE SHINEI KYAN DEFEATED LDP OPPONENT. 

6. EXTRAORDINARY SESSION OF DIET, REQUIRED BY LAW FOLLOWING 
ELECTION, NOW EXPECTED TO BE CONVENED ABOUT JULY 20 FOR BRIEF 
PERIOD, PRIMARILY TO ORGANIZE UPPER HOUSE. 

CULBERT 
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